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Just when you think we are still in summer, the next ski sea-
son is just around the corner. 
There are some amazing events and travel opportunities being 
planned by the Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC). 
 
General meeting 
 
Please note there is no general meeting or board meeting 
in August.  In September, Karen Davis will be hosting the 
general meeting. 
 
Travel 
Even though it is summer, do not forget to start planning 

your next travel trip by signing up for one of the following fantastic Bay 
Snow Sports Council (BAC) mini-trips: 

1. BAC mini trips – Whitefish – TBD 
FWSA Ski week – Jan 27-Feb 3, 2024 – Steamboat Springs, CO  

FWSA International Ski Week -- Madonna Di Campiglio, Italy – Feb 25-
March 04 -- 2024 

 
For all the trips go to www.skibac.org 
 
91st Annual FWSA Convention 
The 2024 Far West Ski Association Convention will be held June, 
2024, Reno, NV. It will be hosted by the Intermountain Council. Stay 
tuned for details later this year as I will be forming a planning commit-
tee. The theme is “Altitude With Attitude”. 
 
Other BAC events 
Ice Hockey – Our last Barracudas hockey event was a fun event. Watch for 
more information about this hockey fun day. I would like to know how many 
are interested in a fun night including a drawing for some lucky person to put 
on the goalie uniform and have other BAC attendees take potshots at you. 
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Club events 
Monterey Ski and Social Club –  
Aug 18 -- Friday Night Club - Monarch Pub/PG Ro-
tary Concours Rally 
https://montereyski.org/events 
 
SnowChasers Ski Club 
Aug 22 -- BBQ Meeting 
https://www.snowchasers.org/ 
 
Rusty Bindings Ski club –  
Aug 21-24 -- Camping/Glamping – Nevada City 
Aug 22 -- Tues Summer BBQ – Pleasant Hill 
http://www.rustybindings.com/ 
 
Santa Rosa Ski Club –  
Aug 11 -- 3rd Summer Club Meeting Wine Tasting 
& Bocce Ball 
https://www.santarosaskiclub.org/ 
 

Nisei Ski Club 
Nov 4 -- Nisei Ski Club’s 65th Anniversary 
https://www.niseiskiclub.org/ 
 
Modesto Ski Club 
Aug 8 -- General Membership Potluck Meeting 
Aug 19 -- Kayaking on Pinecrest Lake and Lunch 
http://modestoskiclub.com/ 

Castro Valley Ski Club 
Aug 16 – General Club Meeting 
https://www.cvskiclub.org/ 

Apres Ski Club 
Aug 9 – General Meeting 
https://www.apres.org/ 
 
Racing 
The racing season is also just around the corner. Start 
planning your pre-season training and exercise. 
Remember, racing is for everyone from beginner to 
expert. All ages are welcome.  The schedule in pro-
gress.  Racing is a great way to meet other club mem-
bers.  If you are interested in racing check the Open 
league and Singles league websites and your club 
racing team. 
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/
openleagueracing/home 

Singles league -- http://slracing.org/
index.html 

 
As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers 
and board members that contribute to the continuing 
success of the Bay Area Snow Sports Council 
(BAC). 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas, 
concerns, and suggestions.  Remember Bay Area 
Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is your Council. 
 
THINK SNOW and FUN 
Paul Vlasveld 
Bay Area SnowSports Council (BAC) President 
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Calendar of Activities 

AUGUST 
(no events posted) 
 

SEPTEMBER 
(no events posted) 
 

OCTOBER 
(no events posted) 
 

THINGS TO COME 
 

For more info/details go to skibac.org [Calendar 
of Events] 

 
2024: 
1/27-2/3 FWSA Ski Week to Steamboat, CO 
2/25-3/3 FWSA Int’l Ski Week to Madonna Di Cam-
 piglio, Italy 
3/3-9 BAC Mini Ski Week to Whitefish, MT 
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BAC Club President and Representative 
Meeting    
Zoom meeting and in-person at Don Jo-
se's Mexican Restaurant, Castro Valley, 
CA  
July 10, 2023 
 
President Paul Vlasveld called the 
meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. and 
welcomed everyone in attendance on Zoom and at 
Don Jose's Restaurant in Castro Valley.  Nine clubs 
were represented by a club president and/or club 
BAC Rep; total ten clubs represented.  A quorum of 7 
was established.   
 
Introductions were made all around; welcome to To-
ny Baker, FWSA 2023 Volunteer of the Year.  Con-
gratulations to Tony!!!   
 

FWSA 90th Convention:  June 15-18, 2023, in Boise, 
Idaho 
The FWSA Convention was great.  Paul said that 
all Convention attendees had a great time and wishes 
more BAC members could have attended.  BAC was 
highlighted by  some of the activities and awards.  
Tony explained that his presence included a presenta-
tion, the Volunteer of the Year interview, and accept-
ing the History Recognition award for the Rusty 
Bindings historical publication that Tony put togeth-
er.  Tony Baker's (and John Lundin)  presentation on 
Preparing Club History - Ease of Preparing a Digital 
History Book was based on someone using a basic 
Word four-page template and filling in the facts and 
documents.  That session has been recorded and is 
now available on the FWSA website.  Tony's main 
impression was that FWSA is a huge and impressive 
organization with a wide breadth of activities and 
with a large Board whose members have impressive 
credentials.  Tony said the most important thing is 
that FWSA programs are extensive in ways to recog-
nize members and volunteers.  Tony plans to do an-
other workshop at next year's FWSA Convention 
with a different subject. 
 
FWSA planned a Convention with panel sessions in-
cluding Group Travel Secrets and a Public Affairs 
session with Brad Wilson, Bogus Basin General Man-
ager, and Tony Harrison, Publicist for Ski Idaho, 
speaking on climate change effects and other options 
that ski resorts have to remain viable.  
 
Genia Fuller-Crews, World Freestyle Champion and 

honored member of the US Ski and Snowboard Hall 
of Fame, was the luncheon's Keynote Speaker.  Genia 
and Brad Wilson of Bogus Basin received the FWSA 
2023 Snowsports Builder Award. 
 
Communications awards included Inskiers Website 
with Bob Burke; BAC Website with Cathy and Jenn 
Wilson; BAC newsletter with Dennie Warren; Castro 
Valley newsletter with Dennie Warren; Modesto Dia-
mond Charity and newsletter.  Monterey Ski Club 
received a Diamond award for Charities contribu-
tions.  Paul received clips from 20 BAC clubs for the 
charity video that was shown at the Convention. 
Paul was awarded the FWSA J. Stanley Mullin 
Award!  Congratulations, Paul!!   
 
FWSA 91st Convention:  June 6-9, 2024 at the At-
lantis in Reno, Nevada (BAC and Sierra Councils)   
The 91st Convention in Reno will be co-hosted by 
BAC and Sierra.  The logo is Altitude with Attitude.  
A design is in the works.  Paul will have a committee 
list with tasks that need to be done.  Maarten Vander-
meer is the contact for volunteers regarding registra-
tion and a welcome table.  Sierra is planning activities 
in the Reno area to be available to participants.  Paul 
will again prepare a charity video; clubs should start 
now with their input.  There is some reimbursement 
for club participation and Paul will check details 
about FWSA Convention reimbursements and activi-
ties. 
 
FWSA is looking for ways to revamp the Convention; 
give your ideas to Paul.  There will be a Convention 
meeting in August or September for input and plans. 
 

Travel:  Gail Burns - 
- FWSA 2025 Ski Week - BAC members are waiting 
for the FWSA decision regarding FWSA's Ski Week 
at either Telluride or Banff.  Telluride is on the EPIC 
pass and Banff is on the IKON pass.  FWSA will 
make decision for 2025 Ski Week. 
- FWSA 2024 Steamboat Ski Week Jan 28-Feb 3, 
2024 - BAC has 25 sign-ups of 76 requested spots.   
- International Ski Trip for 2024 is Feb 25-March 
3 to Madonna Di Campiglio, Italy with a post-trip 
to Milan, Verona, and La Spezia-Cinque Terra.  Note 
that arrival to US without the post-trip is on March 4, 
2024. 
- FWSA 2024 Mini Trip will be to Copper Moun-
tain in March. 
- BAC March 3-9, 2024 Mini-Trip to Whitefish - 
Janet Spencer is trip leader and reported that rooms,  

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Karen Davis 
BAC Secretary 
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shuttle, and flights are being arranged.  Fly into Ka-
lispel, Montana.  Lodging is at Grouse Mountain 
Lodge, which is on a golf course in summer and a 
cross country area in winter.  Janet has arranged a 
free shuttle to and from the base lodge (ten each trip 
in the van) and also into town.  BAC's plan is for 30 
participants with a minimum of 22.  Costs and details 
will be determined.  Janet reported that there are out-
fitters for tours in the area, including a day trip to 
Glacier National Park.  Participant deposits are being 
accepted now at BAC. 
- BAC and Bike and Barge - Karen Albrecht is re-
searching options for the France Champagne region, 
southern part of France, Holland, Germany Mosel 
river area, and Croatia.  Off-road bike paths are fa-
vorite options.  Plans are being considered for Fall 
2024 at the earliest or Spring 2025. 
 
Membership:  Benelia Terry - Benelia reported it is 
time to renew club membership with BAC, with re-
newals due Sept 30, 2023.  Notices have been sent to 
all clubs and is in the BAC newsletter and on the 
BAC website.  Cost is $75 annually and includes 
website, emails, and BAC newsletters.  Snowchasers 
is the first club to renew for 2024!  BAC membership 
includes FWSA and NSCF membership.  Note that 
all club info being given to BAC is also sent to 
FWSA for the Skiers Guide (input to FWSA is due in 
August). 
 
Website:  Cathy Wilson – Cathy reported that 
FWSA and BAC trip information is posted.  Cathy 
did the Club Express demo and will send info to 
Rusty Bindings and Modesto club since those clubs 
may be interested in moving to Club Express also.  
Cathy will discuss possible conversion with the BAC 
Board after this meeting. 
 
Secretary:  Karen Davis - Maarten Vandermeer 
made a motion to approve BAC meeting minutes of 
May 8, 2023; seconded by Harry Davis.  Motion ap-
proved.  Note that BAC did not have a June 2023 
general meeting. 
Industry Liaison:  Janet Spencer – no report 
 
Public Affairs:  Harry Davis – Clubs should pre-
pare now to gather club information and be ready to 
submit for the FWSA Awards to be presented at the 
FWSA 2024 Convention. 

 
Communications:  Dennie Warren – no report 

 

BAC Directory:  Dennie Warren - no report 
 
Racing:  Maarten reported that the FWRA Finals 
will most likely be at Mammoth and most likely be 
on a Thursday-Friday.  Details are being determined; 
next meeting will be in September.  From Singles 
League - the Racey Affair will be held on July 29 at 
El Torito in San Leandro.  All club members are in-
vited. 

 
Club Activities:   
FIRE AND ICE - Benelia Terry reported that Fire & 
Ice will have an annual Membership Appreciation 
event on August 19.  All BAC members are invited.  
Weekly hikes are being held.   
RUSTY BINDINGS - Janet Spencer reported that 
Rusty Bindings has a new Board.  The Silent Auction 
with about 75 attendees was successful and earned 
funds for the club.  Janet arranged for monogrammed 
glasses and the club sold wine and cocktails.  Rusty 
Bindings has BBQ gatherings two times monthly at a 
park and is holding monthly house parties with about 
50 members at each party.  The annual big party will 
be held in September at a member's home with a 
pool.  Tony organized great events for all members 
during the shutdown and kept everyone engaged. 
MONTEREY - Greg Robinson reported that 45 of 
80 members enjoyed a July 4 party at a member's 
clubhouse on July 9.  Monterey members are plan-
ning a winter holiday party and have weekly happy 
hour get-togethers.  Members are planning a prospec-
tive new member event in October.  
OAKLAND - Oakland has a new Board and mem-
bers are doing repairs at the lodge.  There is still 
some snow at the cabin.  A group of kids do a camp 
rental at the cabin for three weeks in the summer and 
a club member is in attendance when others are rent-
ing the cabin.  One work party is set up. 
SOUTHBAY - Pete Schmidt said members have re-
elected the current officers. 
INSKIERS - Inskiers held the club's annual auction 
on May 13 and resulting activities are happening 
now.  Inskiers elected a new Board and a new BAC 
rep.  BBQ meetings will be held in the summer and 
the first one will be in San Carlos. 
MODESTO - Meetings are being held monthly at 
members' homes during the summer. 
SNOWCHASERS - Snowchasers have summer 
BBQ get-togethers the first Wednesdays and in-
person meetings the third Wednesdays of each 
month.   
 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 
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DIRECTOR REPORTS 

EVENT - 
Tony Baker has invited Genia Fuller-Crew, member 
of the US Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame and key-
note speaker at the FWSA Convention, to be a speak-
er at Rusty Binding's Ski Season Kick Off party.  To-
ny would like to plan a BAC club-wide event and 
will discuss plans with Paul.  Tony would like to use 
the Recreational facility in Pleasant Hill.  
  
BAC Meetings –  (no August or September gen-
eral meetings) 
August, 2023 - No BAC General Meeting and No 
BAC Board Meeting 
September, 2023 - No BAC General Meeting  
Sept 11, 2023 - BAC Board meeting 8:00 pm, 
Zoom 
October 9, 2023 - BAC General meeting 6:30 pm; 
Board meeting 8:00 pm, Zoom 
 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the 
meeting; adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Karen Davis, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Whitefish Montana.   March 3-9, 2024 
 
BAC is sponsoring a mini-trip to 
Whitefish, Montana March 3-9, 
2024.  Gail Burns and I have secured 
lodging at the Grouse Mountain 
Lodge, a comfortable hotel with a 
large hot tub, outdoor firepits, dining 
room and bar. There will be an op-
tion for group air into Kalispell and 
a shuttle to our lodge. Pricing TBD 
 
Whitefish is a small town outside of 
Kalispell, Montana.  It has the charm of a ski town 
with 50 great restaurants, local brewpubs, art galleries 
and eclectic shopping. 
 
The Whitefish Ski Resort has an average annual 
snowfall of 300 inches and is accessed by a free 15 
minute bus ride from our lodge.  There are 500 miles 
of groomed runs, 14 lifts and 3000 acres of skiable 
terrain.  It is independently owned and offers afforda-
ble lift ticket pricing.  In addition to downhill skiing, 
you will find Cross Country skiing and Snowshoe 

trails near town and in Glacier National Park.  I look 
forward offering some optional adventures near the 
park.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Janet Spencer 
BAC Industry Liaison 
 
 
 
ACHIEVE TAHOE Summer News        
 
I’m happy to share with you that 
it has been a fun, busy summer 
jam-packed with activities and 
hundreds of participants and 
their families enjoying the fresh 
mountain air with us. This 
year, Achieve Tahoe staff and 
volunteers have been working 
hard to respond to the ever-
increasing demands for our programs by adding more 
activity days to the calendar and more options -such 
as one-day and two-day sailing experiences- to allow 
for more participation in our programs. 
 
In addition to continually expanding programs, we 
also need to ensure anyone, regardless of their ability 
to pay, can participate with us. This is all part of our 
goal to make adaptive recreation the rule rather than 
the exception in the Lake Tahoe region.  
 
We’re working to raise $40,000 by the end of August 
to keep our programs affordable and ensure that we 
never have to turn anyone away. You can make this 
possible by giving a special gift today. 
 
https://achievetahoe.networkforgood.com/
projects/198048-2023-summer-campaign?
utm_campaign=dms_email_blast_2687046 
 
Haakon Lang-Ree 
Executive Director 
(530) 581-4161 x 1 
 
Achieve Tahoe 
P.O. Box 8339 
Truckee, CA 96162 
 
Harry Davis,  
BAC Public Affairs 
 

Janet Spencer 
BAC Industry 
Liaison 

Harry Davis 
BAC Public Affairs 
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Travel Time: 
 
The summer has just flown by so 
it's time to start planning your ski 
vacations for 2024!  
 
We will be launching our 2024 
Mini Ski Week to Whitefish, 
Montana from March 3-9th, 
2024!  We will have 30 spots 
available & will be taking sign-
ups soon.  Janet Spencer, our 
BAC trip leader, is planning an exciting trip in-
cluding a day trip to Glacier National Park (see 
her attached article).  We will have an online reg-
istration available with Sports America and with 
an initial deposit you will be set to join us! 
 
We had to do a very early return of unused hotel 
rooms & condos for the BAC 2024 FWSA Ski 

Week to Steamboat from January 27-
February 3rd, 2024. Please contact Karen Al-
brecht, our trip leader, 
at iplaythird@yahoo.com if you want to try to add 
onto this trip with 26 of our BAC skiers. Steam-
boat Springs just added 650 new acres on the 
north side of the resort this year! 
 
FWSA has just announced that they will be going 
to Copper Mountain, CO, for the 2024 North 
American Mini Ski Trip from March 17-22, 2024. 
You will be able to sign up with Sports America 
when they launch this trip. 
 
Enjoy the last month of summer! 
 
Best, 
 
Gail Burns 
BAC Travel Director 

Gail Burns 
BAC Travel 
Director 
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Nisei Ski Club Annual Membership 
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Nisei Ski Club Learn to Play Mah 
Jong 
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Nisei Ski Club Annual 
Luau Picnic 
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT PAUL VLASVELD 408-247-6472 bac.president@skibac.org 

PAST—PRESIDENT DENNIS HEFFLEY bac.pastpresident@skibac.org 

SECRETARY KAREN DAVIS bac.secretary@skibac.org 

TREASURER (vacant) bac.treasurer@skibac.org 

MEMBERSHIP BENELIA TERRY bac.membership@skibac.org 

TRAVEL GAIL BURNS 650-255-7883 bac.travel@skibac.org 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS HARRY DAVIS bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org 

COMMUNICATIONS DENNIE WARREN 510-759-3415 bac.communications@skibac.org 

INDUSTRY LIAISON JANET SPENCER  bac.industry@skibac.org 

Committee Directors                         

HISTORY MARY AZEVEDO 925-944-9816 bac.historian@skibac.org 

COMMUNITIES HARRY DAVIS 925-686-3774 bac.communities@skibac.org 

WEBMASTER CATHY WILSON bac.webmaster@skibac.org 

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org 

League Officers 

SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT KARL SMITH bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org 

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING JOHN WALSH bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org 

OPEN LEAGUE RACING DEBI PHELPS bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org 

 

Website/Phone Numbers 

    BAC Web Site   skibac.org     

    BAC Newsletter email  bac.communications@skibac.org 

    Singles League Racing      slracing.org 

    Open League Racing  https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/ 

    Far West Ski—Association fwsa.org 

    Far West Ski—Racing  fwra.com 

    Web Cams on the Slopes magnifeye.com 

    Road conditions   800-427-7623 or skibac.org 

    Weather   nws.mbay.net/home.html 

    Natl Ski Council Fed  www.skifederation.org 
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides 
First with Safety Awareness 

 
 

Slogan sponsored by 

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
PO Box 5936 
San Jose, CA 95150 

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Don Jose’s Res-
taurant, 3430 Village Dr., Castro Valley 

  

Telluride Ski Resort and 
Mountain Lodge Telluride  


